
Some of you may have read the article in the
Baldock Mail about the proposed use of the
Town Hall as an Arts Centre and that, if all

goes to plan, a trial theatre festival will be take place
in October. The Baldock Committee of the Council
have arranged funding to rectify certain problems
over safety and have even gone beyond that by fi-
nancing the conversion of the old office area into a
usable space for the festival for which we are very
grateful.

There is no space here to describe the
proposal but it could prove a very exciting pros-
pect for the town and it deserves the support of all
of us not least because there is no realistic alter-
native. We will give an account of the project and
the Museum’s place in it at the AGM but also
watch out for the August edition of the Baldock
Mail. We should add that although it is to be a
Theatre and Arts Centre that would (as we un-
derstand it) preclude other uses when available.

The Town Hall
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We are sorry to inform our members that Cyril Bradshaw, who has been a member of our
committee for over ten years, died of cancer at the end of May. Cyril helped out in the Museum
and at our talks quietly working behind the scenes. He was a keen book collector and sorted out

local interest books for our benefit as well as providing a selection of second-hand history books to sell in
the Museum.
Cyril was a kind, gentle and courteous man who will be much missed. May he rest in peace.

NEWSLETTER
BALDOCK MUSEUM AND LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Coming Events
Thursday 24th Jul    “Local Archaeological Discoveries through Metal Detecting”
            Dave Mance and Clive Leader
Thursday 24th Sept    AGM and Quiz Evening with food and drink.

Thursday 27th Nov    “Archaeology of the Baldock Brewery Site -     David Hillelson
          an account of the discoveries at the dig near Orchard Road”        of the Heritage Network

  All meetings at Baldock Community Centre at 8 pm, non-members £1.00

In Memoriam

NB Members who have not subscribed this year will need to do so at the July talk if they want a
free Kayser Bondor book. If you cannot get to the meeting please contact the Chairman.

A t the end of Jane Tunesi’s most interesting talk on Baldock’s brewers someone asked whether the
malting business of John Williamson, the former baker turned millionaire, had been taken over by
J R Page and Sons. We were unable to answer the question but have since looked into the matter

and find that it was not the case. It seems likely that Page took over some of Vickris Pryor’s (of the
Wilderness) malting interests at about the time of his death in 1849 buying some and leasing some from
Thomas Pryor the son of Vickris.

Note on the May Talk



There is a new display called “The Bondor” which deals only with the history of the factory (now
Tesco), why and how it was built and its subsequent story. There are lots of new pictures and many
items on display. On the 9th August the “200 Years of the Baldock Bank” display will be replaced

by a new display called “The Pryors in Baldock”. Please make an effort to visit the Museum.
We are short of volunteers for Sunday openings. If you can help occasionally please contact the
Chairman.

The Museum

Rubbish or Treasure

Museum Opening Times

Sunday 2 pm to 4 pm
Wednesday 11 am to 1.30 pm

Committee Officers
Chairman:   Brendan King  
Secretary:     Stephen Childerstone
Treasurer:    John Merrett   

This year’s Rubbish or Treasure session with
archaeologist Keith Fitzpatrick Matthews
during the Baldock Festival produced a

rather interesting selection of items including large
pieces of Iron Age pots, a medieval ring and a very
fine Roman glass bottle. However the most in-
triguing item was a 1½ inch medieval silvered
bronze swan livery badge, much damaged and with
its head missing. It had been found on the Cherry
estate in Weston by metal detectorists.

The heral-
dic swan with a
collar in the form
of a coronet to
which a chain was
fastened derived
from the legend of
the Swan Knight, a
popular medieval
tale. According to
the legend Godfrey
de Bouillon, a hero

of the First Crusade, was the grandson of this Swan
Knight who had come in an enchanted boat drawn
by a chained swan to
save his grandmother
from danger. Several
noble families
claimed descent from
Godfrey and the
Swan Knight often
with different ver-
sions of the story.

Here in Eng-
land the Bohun fam-
ily claimed this line-

age and had the chained swan as their badge and
Henry IV used it after his marriage to Mary de
Bohun as did their son, Henry V.

Members of a royal or noble household
would wear these livery badges of their lord made
from silver, silvered or gilded bronze or lead, de-
pending on the status of the wearer. In 1965 at
Dunstable was
found a beautiful
little swan badge
made of solid gold,
enamelled in white
of about 1400 that
may well have be-
longed to Henry IV
himself or some-
one close to him. During the Agincourt campaign all
those serving were required to wear the livery badge
of their captain at all times so we may suppose that
badges of this kind were fairly common.

There might be any number of reasons why
this badge was lost up in Weston. We might
speculate that some member of the household of the
early Lancastrian kings came to Weston on the
king’s business or simply for pleasure (hunting etc.)
and lost his badge; perhaps he might even have been
in France with the king in which case this badge
would have been a treasured memento. Alterna-
tively it might have belonged to a retainer of one of
those families who used the swan badge such as the
Bohuns who had the manor of Barkway in the 14th
century or possibly the Staffords who held Cottered
in the 15th century, if they were the same family as
Sir John de Stafford who used the swan during the
Wars of the Roses.


