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newsletter 
D ue to major floor works at 

the Community Centre, we 
have been displaced to the Old 
White Horse, Public House, in 

Rafters Restaurant for our next 
meeting. Please do not go to the 
Community Centre on the 20 
March 2008. 
This is for one meeting only and it 
will be back to the Community 
Centre as planned for the rest of 
the year. 

S outh Road is set to burst at the 
seams if the current planning 

appl ications obtain approval! 
Currently under consideration are 
79 housing units with 180 
bedrooms and 124 car parking 
spaces, quite an increase. These 
are planned for sites at Limekiln 
Lane and in South Road. Not only 
this, but most of the proposals are 
for 3 storey units changing the 
whole context of the street scene. 

This coupled with the planned 
development of sites at numerous 
locations in and around the town 
will change the face of Baldock 
forever. There is no way back 
once these developments have 
been approved and we will all 
suffer the consequences of an 
eroding town character. The full 
details of the proposals can be 
viewed on the NHDC website at 
www.nor th-her ts.gov.uk 
There are proposals to build on 
land between the bypass and the 
Clothall estate, at Hopewell Road, 
all on green belt, there are many 
si tes wi thin Baldock being 
identified for further development. 
These are all covered by the 
NHDC Local  Development 
Framework, currently being 
consi dered under  publ i c 
consultation and to which we will 
be making representation.. 
Is there a limit to the level of 
expansion Baldock can deal with?  
Let us know what you think. 
 

S ince our last meeting the 
Town Hall has shut to all use. 

This is a disgrace and its future is 
now very much in the balance. 
What can be done? Again let us 
have your views. 

A s most of you will have 
noticed, the applications for 

the road closures and changes 
have been lodged and advertised 
in the local papers. This means all 
things are progressing and works 
will be starting soon. The down 
side of this is going to be major 
disruption within the town centre 
for many months while roads are 
changed, pavements replaced etc. 
The upside is the start of the 
regeneration of the town, long 
overdue.  
However, make no mistake, this is 
only the start, the regeneration of 
the town is in our hands, it still 
comes down to the old adage “use 
it or lose it” . If you want an 
attractive diverse town centre, you 
have to use it, shop in it, relax in 
it, use the facilities (what facilities 
I hear you say!).  
It is all very simple, if we use our 
town centre, it will become 
attractive for people to open new 
businesses and the town will 
thrive, if we do not use it, it will 
not. 
We are being given the chance to 
make a real change, it will take 
time, it will take change to our 
normal habits, but most certainly, 
it will be down to us! 

Chris Gomm 
CHAIRMAN 

IMPORTANT NOTICE OF 
CHANGE OF VENUE FOR 
20 MARCH 2008 MEETING 
TO THE OLD WHITE HORSE 
RAFTERS RESTAURANT 
AT 8.00 PM — ESSEX AIR 
AMBULANCE — A TALK BY 
JOHN MATTHEWS 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY FOR 2008 
March 20th        John Matthews   - Essex Air Ambulance 
April 17th          SPEAKER TO BE CONFIRMED 
May 15th           Chris Gomm - 1953 Coronation Celebrations in Baldock  
June  19th          Richard Thomas - The River Lea -Luton to Leyton  
July 17th            Martin Copping  - The City of London 
August 21st       An Evening with the Councillors 
September 18th  An Evening with David Garner  
October 16th      Rory O’Brien – New Zealand & the Art Deco Weekend 
November 21st    John Hale     -RNLI and Lifeboats       
December 20th  No meeting 

D u e t o  u n f o r eseen 
circumstances, our April 
speaker, Sherry Martin, has 
had no option other than to 
withdraw. We are actively 
seeking a replacement and 
will let you know when we 
have booked someone. Sherry 
sends her sincere apologies to 
us and we thank her for this. 

AGM TO STAY IN JANUARY …... 
The January AGM went very well and we will continue with this arrangement for the foreseeable future. There was 
a good turnout, two people managed full marks in the quiz and we sold out of wine.  What more can you ask for! 
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The Baldock Museum are 
extending their collection of 
Baldock Pictures and are actively 
seeking new material.  If you have 
any pictures of the town, old 
postcards etc., consider donating 
to the museum.  These will be 
used in future displays and for 
other suitable uses. 


